
Phonics Screening Check



Delivery of Phonics in School

We use Red rose Phonics developed 
by the Lancashire English Consultant 
team. In Year 1, phonics is taught 
twice daily, whole class, with a 
reading and writing focus. The 

children are assessed formally and 
informally throughout the year. 



How a Phonics lesson looks

Revisit / Review Teach Practice Apply

We recap our prior 
learning.

New learning!

Hear it, Say it, Write 
it

We practice reading 
and writing with our 

new learning.

We apply our new 
learning through 
writing and/or 

reading.



Year 1 Phonics 
Trajectory

All of our children will have equal access to phonics 
lessons and resources available. Throughout the 

school, phonics is a priority for all of our children. 
All efforts are made to support children with their 

learning, focusing on specific gaps in learning. Pupils 
with Special Educational Needs are identified and 
work within their individual level. If needed, they 
will have an individual action plan and work with 

support under the direction of the class teacher and 
SENCO. A range of techniques are used to support 

these children 1:1 or small group sessions.



Home Readers
Throughout EYFS and Key Stage 1, reading books are matched to the children's phonic knowledge, while they 
are learning to read. We use a variety of reading schemes to support children’s reading development, ensuring 

that each stage provides an appropriate level of progression and challenge within the text. 

The reading schemes used are: 

• Phonics Bug from Pearson 

• Reading Stars from Ransom

The children have access to texts in all curriculum areas that are engaging and age-appropriate. When the 
children become fluent readers, they independently select texts that are of interest to them.



Phonics Home Learning

Your child will bring home phonics learning learning inked to learning in class and 
your child’s current phonics phase.

Here are some ideas of games you could play at home…



Phonics Home Learning

Climb the Mountain

Put words/graphemes on the 
stairs, children to say the as the 
pretend to climb the mountain.



Phonics Home Learning

Splat

Put words/graphemes on the walls using 
post-it notes, children to throw a ball at 
the words/graphemes and say/read the 

ones they hit



Phonics Home Learning

Celebrity, reveal yourself!

Pretend you have a celebrity on the 
phone and that they have given you a 
sentence. Explain that if they can write 
the sentence correctly, the celebrity will 

be revealed.



What is the Phonics Screening Check?

Children in Year 1 will be take part in a Phonics Screening Check. Year 1’s phonics 
screening check will take place in June 2024. 

The check is designed to confirm whether individual children can decode and blend 
to a standard set by the government. 

It is mainly used for us as a school to ensure we have a clear understanding of 
what the children need to learn moving forward.



What happens in the Phonics Screening Check?

The check will be conducted 1:1 with each child and a familiar adult. 

It contains 20 real words and 20 pseudo (nonsense words). 

The assessment will take approximately 10 minutes per child, but this is only a 
guideline.



Nonsense Words

The nonsense words in the check have an alien next to them so we often call them 
alien words. 

The reason they are included is because they are new to all pupils; they do not 
favour children with a good vocabulary or visual memory. 

It is important to remember that this text is literally just to assess the children’s 
ability to segment and blend sounds. It does not assess their understanding.




